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- ſmall Variation; the Chaldee and the Syriac, ac- 
: 2 to the Lada Tranſlations, come nearer 


: brew „and ſay Here is ng. 7 
| i nr Cu he * 
lord | 


Verſions, but may. qnble the Words as jean 
are found in them all, all ſuppoſing ourWiſdom, 


and )ahd Srengrh.t Con e from Abo ve, 
and to ſignifiy nothing, but when they are alſo 
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II. That there is no * Abr Urder⸗ 


ſtanding, nor Counſel like that of the Lord. _. 
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der landing, and Coun/el- among Men gi | 
12 _ chere 15 Lende Wade en 
among them, - f have no Ace jon. "ther 
any one here will deny, and therefore it is 3 les 
neceffary ta ipfift oh. the Inyention of oe 
and 1 Arts, the forming of: Govern 


and the making of Laws, the waging . of Van 


and the eſtablifhing Treaties of Peace; by. 
means the State of the World has bees — 


1 1 in that tolerable Order i in which, | 
32 t preſent, or read ic to have been = 


Fruth, chat it kin very well be taken for | wc 
ed and o it ſhould bw far me, were Men 25 
free. to own their receiving their Wiſdom; and: 
Counſel. from, God, as they axe ready, l 
= they have i it, and are undoubted ee 
b riefrt 

But this L ear is by no reaps fo der; 
wondetfult” 4 Thing as it js. har Men ſhip 
think their” Knowledge their own, when ige 
cannet but ſee there. Being is not. Were. bor 
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Hl Yeſterday, and may loſe, our preſent State of 
Exiſtence to morrow; nor can we find any 
thing in our ſelves that holds our Souls in Life, 
ol keep : Vs, from falling. : How oy g gro in 
Stature is not perceiy d by us, | and our Growth 
in Wiſdom is as little underſtood. 

CB dee ee lome imperſect 

Account of the' Progreſs of that Acergtion or 

Excoſtod,” a they Bod 3 Ee by which our 

Bodies arrive ar cheir Bulk. 1 and ſo 

roo, of our gradual. increaſe in Knowledge : Bur 

the Foundation, and Beginning, on which either 
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little Title we have to that Knowledge-which we 
reckon. our own, and how ſtrange. an attempt 
i is for any Man to go aboüt ro reaſon, himlelf 
our” 6f the Belief of, that aer. Wiſe and 


| che Reaſon 


© 
. 


Glorious Being, to whom he owes, a 
e ee ate Men able todo wichour God, chat 
we find the things che moſt within human Ca- 

pacity claim'd by him as his peculiar Giſt. He 
() Exod 31. told Mo es (a) that he bad filled Bezaleel with 
* % 3: the Spirit of God, in Wiſdom, and in Underſtanding, 

and in Knowledge, and in all manner of Workman- 


— e 


x 8 © „ f > - 1 1 
E's . 4 7 . 
x : . 
j — 1 r r 86 5 n y< D 3 di 
j rm ö 7 | 
; 5 ; 
4 TYLIFAELETKY . 3 AS \ WY ; ORE b 
2 » iin \ * SE WAS WO 
its * — tt. 4 LS as. 


they may 


their reach. . And this is ſufficient. 1 how 
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ſhip to ry cuming ; ly to pony in ee i 
Silyer and in Braſe. irn 

And Moſes\ himſelf; was ſo ſenſible of 15 105 
biliey to deliver or govern that People, to hom 
God had ſent him, that he at fart. carried 3 


Diffidence too far, and wou d hardly undertake 
it evem at W Appointmcar, for his Want 


of, Eloquenee., ich 
what ſays the 2 God to hi 


made Man's mouth, or who palin 
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fob 30 36. " Grice Knowledge and Power he asks bo bath * 
* Wiſdom in the inward Parts, or who hath given un- 
derſtanding to the Fart? and Flibu UG Fob in 

another Place; that there i 4 Spirit in Mim, and 

the Inſpiration "of the oy How ww under | 


ſtanding. | 
And this we Find as fully cube d ed in 
Ah, that 


the Writings of thoſe 0 no other L 
we know of, than that of Nature, 4s. in the 
Scriprures thernſelyes. Fo EET. 


(s) Nam aan | Tully (a) tho ought i it asim ble for rdlimete 
— gels to imitate che Notions 7 dee in his 


quinq; erran- 


tium motusin Artificial Sphere, wine a Wit and. Spirit that 


gant ef = had ſomething Divine, as it was for the Motions 


RE of the Heavens chemlelves. to be W are 
Mondum di- without the Being of God. And chat ophy 


ficavit Plato- 


nis Deus, nt which he extols, as teaching Piety $ thei God, 


tarditate & 


ceteritare dig and Juſtice among Men for the good of hyman 
feilimos ae Society, he calls, after Plato, the Gifr of C God, © 


Gon, i in and the geo and beſt chat ever was 9 3; and 


hoc mundo in another place he Affirms that Underſtanding, 


. de Prudence, Vere, Faichfulnels, eee came 


in Sphæra qui. 


dem eoſdem | 

motus Archinnite ſine divino ingetiio a Imltatt. Tuſe Qu 1. 7 0 | 
(b) Philoſophia vero omniam mater tine quid. of aliud.vifi, 5 ait donum, ut 

resten Reer Hæc nos primumad i NO cultum ande ad Eon quod 


eu- 


to 


ſitum eſt in generis humanL ſocietale, tum ad modeſtiam magaitud inemq; 
divit. ib. 26. 


' Prometheus ſtealing Fire from Heaven to put a fpoturcts: 


good Order of civil Socicty fofficiently Thews what 54% 5 et. 


duos many more Authorities forchis purpoſe; what 
has been urged is abundantly enough to ſhew, 


policion;becauſe it is the Foundation of the Truth 
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to Men from above. (3) 5 | ) Ex que 
Plato, after whom Cicero profeſſes to write in {2i*ligitur 
theſe Matters, ſpeaks of Wiſdom every where 259009; &men. 
elon ging only to God, of Socrates not as wile, tomines per. 
bir a Lover of Wiſdorn, and ſenſible of his own Fa Wi 
Ignorance, (c) of the impoſſibility of attaining mens Hewi 
Knowledge without the concutterice of Cod: (d) tusponcordia; 
and the Story he makes Protagoras tell (e) of terras, Fi 


niſi à 


Spirit in Men, and of Fapiter's ſending Mercury to ib 2. fl. 
diffuſe Juſtice and Modefty among them, for the (, 25 1; 


Ss, nana 


the Opinion of the Antients was, as to the Spring "ys wiye 
and Foatzin of WiIds. SE es 
05 4. V 269 ois I vd Tedd cmd dons N ra N, Plat. Theag, "AY 
It wotid not be ſo difficult as tedious to pro- 


e) Plat. Protag. p. 224. 


that the j ent of all che Men that have been 
famed for Wiſdom, concurs wick the Declara- 
tion of the Scriptures, that it cometh from God. 
And I have inſiſted che longer on this firſt Pro- 


of thoſe which come to be conſidered in their 
Order Tn N B 2 "hh The 
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n. The next of cheſe is, that there in no_J Wiſ- 
dom, nor Under ſtanding, nor Counſel like that of the 


Lord, and this is an immediate conſequence of 


the former from the very nature of the thing; it 
being impoſſible that there ſhould be any Compa- 
riſon between that Wiſdom, and Power, which 


is diſtributed to Men with ſo much variety, and 
under ſuch great and plain Limitations, aud that 


Wiſdom which formed theſe and all other intelli- 


gent Beings, and gave them their Powers, and 
— them their Bounds. And he who is not 


throughly conſcious of this, knoweth nothiog yet 


as he ought to know. 
Moſes was very ſenſible of it, when he encou- 


raged Joſhua to purſue the Advantages he had got- 


ten over his Enemies, and ſaid to the Lord, 0 


Joſh, 3. 24 


Lord God thou haſt begun to ſhew thy Servant thy 
Greatneſs and thy mighty Hand, for what God is 
there in Heaven, or in Earth, that can do according 
to thy works, and according to thy might ; David 
makes the ſame confeſſion in ſeveral Palms, 


Pſal. 86.810 > Among the Gods there is none like unto thee; O Lord, 


89. 6, 13, 14. 


neither are there any works like unto thy works ; for 
thou art great and doſt wondrous things, thou art God 
alone. Who in the Heaven can be compared unto 


the Lord, who among the Sons ay the mighty can be 


likened 


ſtrong is thy Hand, and high is thy right Hand. 


the Book of Wiſdom to lay, f Surely vain are 


dence among Men, it was — — that the nec habere 


in the beſt; and moſt excellent things.. bu“ Pe Net 
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likened ; unto the Lord? Thou haſt a mighty Am, 


Juſtice and Judoment. are the Habitation of - Throne, t Wild. uz 
Mercy and Truth ſhall go before thy face. And 
good reaſon therefore had the Author of 


all Men by nature, who are ignorant of God, and 

could not out of the good things that are ſeen, how 

bim that is; neither by conſidering the Works, did they 

acknowledge the Work-Maſter, who if they were aſto- 

niſhed at their Power and Vertue, ſhould have under- 

ſtood by them how much en be was that made. 

them. Cumaque ſit 
Of this Judgment was Cicero X in wy Place 3 

above · mentioned, who concluded, that if there fe Deos 


was Counſel, and Underſtanding, and Pru- bre ipſe be- 


bere majora, 


ſolùm, ſe] 


Gods ſhould have theſe in greater 2 erfection; etiam his uti, 
and not only have them, but alſo employ them — i 


Deor. I. 2. 31. 


And this is a very conſiderabſe Tan e 
between Earthly and Heavenly Wiſdom, that 
tho all kind of Wiſdom, is the Giſt of God, as 
the Author of all things; yer the different Uſes 
made by Men of their Natural Abilities, are ſo 
great, as to aber the Mantra rene of 1 Abili- 

2 i ties 
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14 A Sermon Preached before _ 
ties themſelves, and turn Noble Talents into 
Iaſtruments of Folly and Madneſs. For to ſuch 
Meanneſs will the higheſt Faculties degenerate, 
and ſiuk, if are not employ'd to the Ho- 
nour of him that beftow'd them, and the true 
Good of him to whom they are giveu: There 
being, as I am in the next Place to ſhew, 
III. No True Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor 
Counſel, with an Wngodly Man. Aud as ridiculous 
as the Men of Wit and Wickedneſs may think 
this Aſſertion; there is not only in Morals no- 
thing more plain, but even in Mathematicks 
nothing more certain: For it begs nothing but 
the Suppoſition of a Wite Being above us, which 
| * whoever denies in this Age of Knowledge, can- 
not fail of being a Sceptick in every thing elſe. 
There are no Demonſtrations in Mathematicks 
thought more ſtrong, chan thoſe that conclude 
from the Abſurdity of affirming che contrary : 
And nothing, I think, can be conceiv'd more 
abſurd, than to ſuppoſe that Wiſdom, and 
Knowledge, and Counſel ſhould be in Men, 
without being in any thing elſe ſuperior to them. 
And if chey derive them from ſomething elſe, 
that has in them a much greater degree, they 
cannot poſſibly be the better for having them, 
unleſs they uſe them as that Superior Wiſdom 
directs. Men 
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others by a fingular Vivacity of 
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Opinion of all Men, ſomething more ſolid than 


want. ez an ek» 
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Mien ma 1 by quickneſs of on OE ER 
thoſe that T no 2 25 into the Nature and 
End of Things than themſelves; and ſurprire 

F897 pirit, without 
attaining, even among their ecken the Cha 
racter of Wifdam : For as fooliſhly as we many 
times act, we are not ſo weak as to reckon Men 


Viſe, for barely having the good fortune to 


pleaſe, or being able to entertain their Acquain- 
tance with agreeable Mirth. Wiſdom is, in the 


this; and muſt doubtleſs conſiſt in the diſcreet 
uſe Af dr gm—cs reſt, Means for attaining the beſt 
and 3 End: But how ſhould they 
fall into this Excellent Method and \Pratice, who | 
conſult only wich Themſelves, and che World; 
and take not God. for their Light and their 5 
G 

How da ge - ſoy, ſaith the Propher Jeramy. Ko- Jer. $96 
the Jews, How. do ye ſay, we are Wiſe, and the Law 
of the Lord is with us? Lo Certainly i in Vain made he 
it, the Pen of the Scrilles is in vain. The Wiſe Men 
are aſhamed, they are diſmayed and taten; lo they have 


rejected the Word of the Lord, aud what Wiſdem ; in in 


them? The Scriptures do fo conſtantly join Wil. 


dom and the Fear. of the Lord, and Sin — Folly 


to- 
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is I See, Peach before 


geber that it is perfectly needleſs to cite par- 
tPfal.r11.19. ticular Places. F The Fear "if the Lord is the very 


beginning of Wiſdom, and a good Under ſtanding * 
all they that do thereafter ; the Praiſe of it endureth 
* wild, 9. 6. for ever: But, and ® If a Man, ſays the Author of 
the Book of Wiſdom, be never ſo perfect among the 
Children of Men, yet if thy Wiſdom be not * bim, 
he e ſhall be nothing regarded. 

The Heathen Moraliſts have all Kher ſame 
Nesse of this, and make their Wiſe and Good 
Man, as inſeparable , as the Scripture deſcribes 
them. F Tull ſays, that the two chief chings in 


5 bein due Philoſophy are, a Judgment of what is True, and 
< hee mar- and diſcerning the Meaſures of Good; and chat he 


— in Philo 


ſophia, jud ĩci- 6 
— ae 8 cannot be Wiſe, who is either ignorant of che 


nembonorum Beginning of Knowledge, or of the Bounds of 
poſe ſu Deſire; and he has ſufficiently ſhewn , that our 
Knowledge is from God , and that our Deſires 


cenidi off ini- 
cum ignore, ſhould therefore rerminzre in him, and be regula- 
remum 
experendi, ut ced by him. Ariſtotle likewiſe is expreſs, & that that 
unde pro- 
0 Choice and Share of Good Things, of what 


ficiſcatur, aut 
— kind ſoever, which diſpoſes us moſt to conſider 


endum fir ne- | 
5 xt „ 


ſciat. Hæc 
autem habere dubia, neque his ita confidere, ut moveri non oflint, ; abhorrere 4 ſapi- 
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.» Fuurthy; There 5 To Viſdom, hy id fad 
nr Counfel ace the Lot, Tc muſt 2 
Folly to attempt any thing int proleſs d Oppoſic- 
on co him, who is fo'muth wiſer and ft ronger 
ian us; and we can neyer expect at any 
Deſign of ours, tho nor fo perygrlly” diteRed, 
ſhould proſp er, if it did not pleaſe Goch o give 
it Suceels: | 11. del doth whatſoever. 2 bim in 
Haven and in Parth, in the Sea | al deep 
Plates, and "nothing: can reſiſt boy Wil. We 
voten Act, it is ttue, as if we rhoup g Ot 
ſelves mighticr than he: or could' at kraft Be 
fotm our Counſel withour him; but we” 
often have cauſe to repent ent Ut oollflt Pr 
ſumption from his daſhing” tuch vain Ima 
nations to Pieces; and we have always rolls 
to fear he will Humble us when we take u 
us to run headlong without Pim. Welt . nah 
| ga. nov and 235: 
80 juſt a Senſe had the Rn PMs W 
ay enter d on all their great Undertakings, by 
firſt conſulting their Gods, and inaptoring their 
"py" and: 7 Maxim, the Die it 
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day that he entered an his Office, the ſecond co: rod | 
he called the Senate, and began with ſpeaking Magitratum 


of the Gods, informiag the Senators that Ha- Seneturnin 


minins the Conſul, had done more hurt to the barer 
State by n 5 the Sacred 1 than by . 
his Nalbnelt s T. gnorance. oy ; other like moniarum 

Inſtances there ate in che. Hiſtory,of-chac, Hluſtri- fim tener. 


tate atq; in- 


ous P cople, which: Are not of the dels Force orgs. pecca- 


the ſe. I mention them upon the account nec 
of any. Superſtition that might ſometimes attend d lib: 


them : Becauſe this was: to be expected Where 7 

they had ſo little to direct, chem in the 
true Worſhip oi Gods $; and it. does nat at all 

take off 7: 0g Senſe, which.;theſe loftances 

blainly  ſhewthey/hadiof that Providener which 

governs che; World. And What is here obſexved 

in. .the: Roman Story, is agreeable to that ac 

count: wich we ha ve in 2 ſacred. Hiſtory of: Kines 11: 

the Deſtruction of Ahab, when he went up againſt 

Rameth Gilead, contrary to the word of the Lord 1c .,. 4h 

by the Prophet Micaiab., And: thus doth God | 

ſpeak to the Jews, by another Prophet; I Ill 

proceed, ſays he, tg do 4 marvelloss. Mor l amongſt this 

People, even a marvellous Work, and a Wongeri; for the 


Wi "I dom of their wiſe Men ſral periſh, and the Under- 
C 2 Sending 


= VER ——— tl 5 nano 
"Few? feel deep to hut #heir Gu¼ el. fun the 
: n wen FN — 2 
1 g — en eee ohne ' 11 Cuptlpybur: farms 
it of." things. de don ſhall be eftdecnaid as. the 
e. lays” for. ſhultthe work Jayiof lime th made 
dri it; lle Wade" me nab, of tha frumtil, fly uf 
= EN BEST eb "hilt b om ng9311; He 
gots on in chat plact th to craph hem 
anocher leiſon han thit, and Piss panng 
e — the Opin ug iſtitwy abat it 5s 
ful Code Nd wtf dealing Alle arit ir- 
religious N. Ie may: tiwclpoffibiy! the dl 
obſerved under every: e ee os 
wiel, _ Ends of Providen dfiba pcb - 
moted by this 6 pefmledag alte. Wicked 25! pnaſper 
for/a Seaton. and Unie f bur” ho sI: aue 4% 
mach Juſtice 7 to Chattife' whim; thut 
- we babe alias: elte'i te ab \heirwal 
den. qu 200 cl god. 77 * G no:BunftyG 50. 

& 4] bo: off io 70%; 501 OF VIATHOU Epen J Sus 1 
ea. 10. Me te ve, Divices.of opt n n 
Nel, ani wafteth-out the Cat fv, n 

enough” im alt cafe t. ; | 
weteſtt [rinefelF in che 
: an Wa 


th 


10 us 1 


3 10 


conſider "the or ny we have co draw ome 
W e e 


5h. That 9 
by all our Canet n and peer bag 
latter Words do alſo eriforce'ir; 
pr # dhahnſt "the uy of Biittel," Put 
ry, is of the Zord; Men may, 


ak Gock has 


tis Alte 


POwerz 


Pro 
3 


oſt eg 


given Ae d. 
eee hi 1 1 5 and 


ul from 515 _ 9 

dugkr to Plane, ad} ater, 41 

e bees 
tical, py ee Aff 


„ r r 


1900 


aid then 


the work ob our ae 


pal 
Indy koi ze 
ee 


bene of 662. 
Wo te cht 
Ne Horſe F 
Freer e tel. 


2 ren gk 8 
otizht there 
"Fectiricy is after 
* God they May” 
ICY 5 

X eee : 
ut 2 50 or Hafen 


y 
N F 


and. 


. 33+ 167 


8 , 
5 * * „ . 
OY —_—— * AC —— — 2 "ou 1— * * 
. : ** . — * : * »** — * * — 
« * 0 4 8 2 o — 3 * Cr „„ „ w - - gz - — * * ©. 7 7 
9 5 * f * 4 . + * . 
1 4 * = _ — 7 WV 
. — é— —— — — — i 


vered by much Strength, and tho it was moſt 
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Counſel wich an ungodly Man, let our firſt 
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